
Safeguarding People in 
Dudley  



Welcome to Safeguarding People 
in Dudley 

 
Todays session will be run by 

Anne Harris, Head of 
Safeguarding and  

Dudley Voices for Choice 
 



What is safeguarding? 

“Adult safeguarding” is the process of protecting 
adults with care and support needs from abuse or 
neglect. 

 

Safeguarding is mainly aimed at people with care 
and support needs who may be in vulnerable 
circumstances and at risk of abuse or neglect by 
others. 



Why do we need to change the law? 
    

There has never been a clear set 
of laws and regulations behind 

it. 



What does the Act do ? 

This Act aims to put this right by creating a 
legal framework so key organisations and 
individuals with responsibilities for adult 
safeguarding can agree on how they must 

work together and what roles they must play 
to keep adults at risk safe. 



 
 
Safeguarding is everyone’s business, 

and it is important that 
organisations work together to 

protect people who need help and 
support. 



 

Safeguarding Adults Boards 

This Act requires local authorities to set 
up a Safeguarding Adults Board (SAB) in 
their area, giving these boards a clear 
basis in law for the first time. 



What Safeguarding Adult Board’s must 
do ? 

 

  Include the local authority, the NHS and the police, who should 
meet regularly to discuss and act upon local safeguarding 
issues. 

 

 Develop shared plans for safeguarding, working with local 
people to decide how best to protect adults in vulnerable 
situations. 

 

 Publish this safeguarding plan and report to the public annually 
on its progress, so that different organisations can make sure 
they are working together in the best way. 

 



Safeguarding enquiries by local 
authorities 

 The Act requires local authorities to make 
enquiries, or ask others to make enquiries, when 
they think an adult with care and support needs 
may be at risk of abuse or neglect in their area. 

 

 This applies whether or not the authority is 
actually providing any care and support services 
to that adult. 



What the Act does not do though is 
give local authorities any new 
powers to enter a person’s property. 



Safeguarding Adult Reviews 

When there is any failure in safeguarding, the 
results can be tragic and demand a strong 
response. 

That is why the Act says that SAB’s must 
arrange a Safeguarding Adults Review in some 
circumstances. 



The Reviews 

Are about learning lessons for the future. 
They will make sure that SAB’s get the full 
picture of what went wrong, so that all 
organisations involved can improve as a result 



The Safeguarding Process 

There is a process and the board receives 
information on 

 Number of cases 

 Specific examples of cases 

 Areas of significant concerns 

 The role partners play in safeguarding 

 How we can work with local people to protect 
adults in vulnerable situations. 



As members of the public and local 
organisations working and living in Dudley it 
is your role to recognise 

Safeguarding is everyone’s responsibility 

 If you are worried then raise an alert telling 
us what your concerns are. 

 

          safeguarding.dudley.gov.uk 



Remember 

If in doubt – SHOUT 
 

safeguarding.dudley.gov.uk 

 



Questions  
What does this part of the Care Act mean to 

you? 
What else can we do to advise people about 

the Safeguarding Board? 
Are there areas of abuse within Dudley that 

particularly concern you? 
Do you know how to report a Safeguarding 

concern? 
Have you visited the Safeguard website  

Have you any comments for improvement? 
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