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Mindful Gifts website went
live in July 2013 with a

handful of products.
 In January 2014, 18 new

products were added to the
range of adult appropriate

activities. There are currently
50 different activities to
choose from and over 10

products are currently being
tested.

Vicki Phipps came up with a few ideas of new
products for people with dementia. She also identi-
fied that more people with dementia should be tak-
ing part in adult appropriate activities. She began
research in April 2013 for suitable products for

people with dementia. Appropriate products were
identified and suppliers were  contacted including

companies in the USA as well as  the UK.

On 6 May 2014 Mindful Gifts CIC will be showcasing
its range of gifts  and activities available in a purpose
built display area in the new Dementia Hub at Edward
Street  Hospital, West Bromwich. People will be able
to visit the Hub and purchase gifts and activities mak-
ing it easier for people who do not have the Internet.

MINDFUL GIFTS BECOMES
A SOCIAL ENTERPRISE

On 14 January 2014 , Mindful Gifts became
a Community Interest Company . This
means we operate for the benefit of the
community rather than for personal gain.

Mindful Gifts  has been tour-
ing the country promoting
the activities it offers. Mindful
Gifts has had stands at the
National Dementia Congress
in Nottingham & the Scottish
Dementia Clinical Research
Network in Glasgow as well
as many other major events.
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As Mindful Gifts has developed
from initially selling gifts & activ-
ities, it was felt appropriate that

services should be delivered
through an alternative arm. In

April 2014 Mindful Support was
born to deliver the Peer Sup-
port groups and Life Story

Workshops as well as any new
services.

Mindful Gifts has spent a lot of time in the
community visiting care homes, day

centres, hospitals, support groups and
dementia cafes. During this time it was

identified there was a need for more
services for people with dementia and
their families. Peer Support Groups and
Life Story Workshops have been funded
through Walsall CCG. These groups will

be starting in June 2014.

Mindful Gifts aims to have its own range of gifts and
activities under the Mindful Gifts branding. The first
product to be developed is a reminiscence book on

‘Wash Days’ from the 1940’s and 50’s. The book will
consist of poems and pictures that will bring back
memories of this weekly routine most women will
relate to. A second book is also being developed.

This is a ‘This is my life’ book  which can be used to
document life stories .Both books are being de-

signed by Accord Housing and will be ready for print
in May 2014.

MINDFUL GIFTS GOES
THROUGH RE BRANDING

In April 2014 Mindful Gifts went through a re
branding exercise to come up with a new logo that

represented the values of the enterprise. With
engagement of people with dementia and their

careers, the new logos were chosen.

Mindful Gifts CIC and
Mindful Support will respond
to the needs of people with
dementia and develop new
products and services
accordingly. There is an
opportunity to work with
schools to develop
innovative products and
raise awareness of demen-
tia. There is also opportuni-
ties to work with
commissioners of services to
develop much needed
services.
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